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News About Town 
A Message From Our Town Manager 

Hello Citizens and Friends of Gray,  

I want to thank all of you who 

participated in the once-in-a-

generation visioning work recently 

done for the Gray Village. This 

work is vital to Gray’s prosperous 

future, and I’m sure many 

insightful ideas will come forward 

because of your input. I also want 

to thank our consulting partners, 

the Greater Portland Council of Governments, and The 

Principle Group for helping organize the visioning week, 

and to Town staff for making it happen.  

Now that you have offered your input for how Gray Village 

should grow and change in the coming years, what’s next? 

The Principle Group will 1) take all your feedback, 2) 

compile a report about the visioning work done in July, and 

3) present it to Town leadership to analyze and start next 

steps for planning and development goals. This report will 

be made public, and I look forward to sharing it with you. 

Thank you,  

Nate Rudy 

Town Manager 
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Residents Turn Out For Community 

Block Party as Gray Village 

Visioning Work Wraps Up 
The week of July 25 saw major milestones in the Gray Village 

visioning work done by Town staff, consulting partners, and most 

importantly, the Gray community. With a host of feedback from 

residents and businessowners about various aspects of the Gray 

Village, the Town’s consulting partners are readying a report for 

Town leadership to review and starting planning how the Village can 

become more walkable, traffic-calmed, and friendly for all ages and 

abilities. Expect to see that report soon. 

Friday, July 29 saw residents turn out for not only a fun block party at 

the Henry Pennell Municipal Complex, but also another chance to 

offer their valuable input about the Gray Village’s future. Below are 

just a few photos from that event. Thank you to all who showed up to 

offer their input on the visioning process! 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 6 

5 p.m.: Public 

Supper— American 

Legion, 15 Lewiston 

Road 

August 9:  

5:30 p.m.: Town  

Council Meeting— 

Zoom and 24 Main 

Street, Gray 

Every Weds. And 

Friday: 

10:30 a.m.: Facebook 

Story Time — Gray 

Public Library 

Facebook Page 

August 13 

9 a.m.: 6th Annual 

Gray Wild Blueberry 

Festival 

August 24: 

7 p.m.: Zoning Board 

of Appeals—24 Main 

Street, Gray 

 

Local food, live music, fun and games, and a chance to see what fellow residents were thinking 

about for the Gray Village attracted people to 24 Main Street on July 29. 
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Town of Gray Holds Household Hazardous 

Waste Collection on August 27 
 

Gray residents and property owners can bring their hazardous household materials to the Town of 
Gray Sand and Salt Shed on Seagull Drive in Gray on Saturday, August 27, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Proof of residency will be required. 
 
Acceptable materials include, but are not limited to: 
 
• Acids (Muriatic, Sulfuric) 
• Ammonia 
• Automobile cleaners 
• Bleach 
• Boat and automobile paints 
• Carburetor cleaner 
• Chrome polish 
• …And many more!  
 
Please view the full list of acceptable and unacceptable materials on our website.  
 
Learn more about this collection event on our website.  If you have questions pertaining to this 
collection, or any other waste issue, contact Recycling Station Director Randy Cookson at 657-2343, 
or rcookson@graymaine.org. 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals In Need of Members 
Do you want to build a new house, add a deck 
to your existing house, or make an addition to 
your residence? To accomplish projects like 
this, you may need a variance from the local 
Zoning Ordinance to make your project come 
true. That can’t happen if the Gray Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) doesn’t have enough 
members, which is in danger of happening 
soon. 

The ZBA needs a minimum of three “yes” 
votes to approve any request for a variance. 
The current ZBA has three members with an 
anticipated two vacancies in September. That 
means ZBA hearings for variance requests 
would stop if it did not have a minimum of 
three members, and nothing would be passed unless the vote was unanimous.  

The ZBA needs you! There are no special qualifications, and the Town will educate and train you so 
you may make well-informed decisions. If you are interested in joining the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
please fill out an application here. You can learn more about the ZBA here.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals at their July 27 meeting. 

https://www.graymaine.org/home/home/news/town-of-gray-holds-household-hazardous-waste-collection-on-august-27
https://www.graymaine.org/home/home/news/town-of-gray-holds-household-hazardous-waste-collection-on-august-27
https://www.graymaine.org/volunteer
https://www.graymaine.org/zoning-board-of-appeals
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New Walking Bridge Placed In Thayer Brook 

 

Walkers looking to cross Thayer Brook now have a 
safer and more secure way of doing so.  

A new bridge has been placed on the Royal River 
Conservation Trust’s newly acquired Thayer Brook 
Preserve on the Outback Trail. This addition to the 
trail is thanks to the efforts of the Town of Gray 
Buildings and Grounds department, the Gray 
Community Endowment, and the Royal River 
Conservation Trust.  

The Preserve abuts Libby Hill Forest trails and 
contains sections of Thayer Brook and a large 60-acre 
beaver flowage with exceptional bird & wildlife 
spotting opportunities.  

Learn more about this preserve via 
a presentation given to the Gray Town Council on 
April 19, 2022.   

 

 

 

Town of Gray Issues Request for Proposal for 

Radio System 
 

The Town of Gray seeks proposals from interested suppliers for a digital-capable land mobile 

radio system. The selected supplier shall engineer, furnish, configure, install, and commission 

the Town’s digital land mobile radio system. 

The proposed system shall comply with the DMR Tier II open standard as part of this initial 

system installation and shall also be capable of a software upgrade to support P25 Phase 1, 

should this option be chosen in the future. 

Read the full RFP here.  

The selected vendor will work with Gray Fire Rescue Assistant Chief Pete Holmquist. Bids are 

due by August 12, 2022 at 12 p.m. Any questions about this RFP should be directed to him. 

The newly built bridge on the Outback Trail.  

https://www.graymaine.org/open-space-committee/news/thayer-brook-preserve
https://www.graymaine.org/open-space-committee/news/thayer-brook-preserve
https://www.graymaine.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif631/f/uploads/thayer_brook_preserve_april_2022.pdf
https://www.graymaine.org/home/home/files/radio-system-rfp
mailto:pholmquist@graymaine.org


 

News About Town—August 2022 

  



 

News About Town—August 2022 

Gray is Looking for Committee Members 
Serve your town by volunteering for these committees! 

Blueberry Festival Committee: Celebrates and promotes local businesses, community and 

school organizations, and the Pennell Complex. 

Community Economic Development Committee: Promotes community and cultural 

connections in Gray and supports established businesses.  

Community Television Advisory Committee: Makes recommendations regarding broadcast 

options for Gray, and recommends improvements to public, educational, and governmental 

programming.  

Dry Mills School House Committee: Preserves the rich history of the Dry Mills School 

House.  

Open Space Committee: Makes recommendations to the Town Council to help secure access 

to land/corridors through acquisitions, easements, land swaps, and other forms of 

agreements.  

Planning Board: Reviews and approves subdivision plans, site plans, conditional uses, and 

Shoreland Zoning applications in accordance with State Statutes and Town Ordinances.  

Resiliency Committee: Promotes climate action planning and influences the path our 

community will take toward climate resilience, energy efficiency, waste management and 

renewable energy.  

Zoning Board of Appeals Committee: Hears and decides administrative appeals where it is 

alleged there is an error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination by the Code 

Enforcement Officer.  

MSAD15 School Board: Shapes the functioning of the Gray-New Gloucester school system.  

 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, 

but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to 

live in.”  
      - Sue Premo, Volunteer Coordinator, Green Bay, WI 

 

To apply to any of these committees, go to graymaine.org/volunteer.   

https://www.graymaine.org/blueberry-festival-committee
https://www.graymaine.org/community-economic-development-committee
https://www.graymaine.org/community-television-and-communications-advisory-committee
https://www.graymaine.org/dry-mills-schoolhouse-museum
https://www.graymaine.org/open-space-committee
https://www.graymaine.org/planning-board
https://www.graymaine.org/resiliency-committee
https://www.graymaine.org/zoning-board-of-appeals
https://msad15.org/school-board/
https://www.graymaine.org/volunteer
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The Town of 

Gray is Hiring!  

We hire great people 

from a variety of 

backgrounds to do 

the town's important 

work. If you are 

looking for a career 

opportunity, check 

out our Employment 

page to see if there’s 

an opening that's 

right for you! 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT… 

Questions can be directed to:  

Kyle Hadyniak, Digital Media Coordinator 

Gray Town Office 

207-899-7656  

If you have an idea for a newsletter submission, please fill 

out this form.  

• Did you know you can sponsor content for Gray’s 

Community Television station? This station is 

designed to entertain, disseminate information, ensure 

freedom of speech, and improve quality of life while 

connecting the citizens of Gray. Visit graymaine.org/

gctv for more information! 

• Senior Property Tax Stabilization Program 

applications are now available at the Gray Town 

Office at 24 Main Street in Gray, or online here. Please 

note that the application deadline is December 1, 2022. 

Applicants are required to submit a copy of their 

Maine Drivers License or Maine State ID with their 

application. If you have any questions about this 

program, please contact the Town of Gray Assessor's 

Office.   

https://www.graymaine.org/employment
https://www.graymaine.org/employment
https://www.graymaine.org/news-event-communications-request
http://www.maine.gov/revenue/taxes/tax-relief-credits-programs/property-tax-relief-programs/stabilization-program
https://www.graymaine.org/assessor
https://www.graymaine.org/assessor

