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VARIANCE APPLICATION – DISABILITY (SHORELAND) 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TOWN OF GRAY MAINE 

For Office Use Only 

Date Submitted: ___________ 
Tent. Sched. for:___________ 
Amount Paid:  _____________ 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Property Location/Address  Property Map/Lot _________-_________-_________-________ 

Zoning District  Lot Acreage  

Owner  Name  Owner Phone Number  

Number of Dwelling Units    
APPLICANT 

Name (IF different than owner)  Email Address  

Mailing Address  Contact Phone Number  

Mailing City/State/Zip  Alternate Phone Number  

VARIANCE INFORMATION 

Per Shoreland Zoning Ordinance 403.16.H.4:  Disability Variance Appeals  

The Board of Appeals may grant a variance to an owner of a residential dwelling for the purpose of making that 

dwelling accessible to a person with a disability who resides in or regularly uses the dwelling. The board shall restrict 

any variance granted under this subsection solely to the installation of equipment or the construction of structures 

necessary for access to or egress from the dwelling by the person with the disability. The board may impose conditions 

on the variance, including limiting the variance to the duration of the disability or to the time that the person with the 

disability lives in the dwelling. The term “structures necessary for access to or egress from the dwelling" shall include 

railing, wall or roof systems necessary for the safety or effectiveness of the structure.  
 

Thoroughly describe request and detail how it meets requirements of 403.16.H.4 above.  Description may be attached separately.  
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Continuation of request and justification continued… 

Per 403.16.H.5 b.:   Decision by Board of Appeals  

(i) A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of deciding an appeal. A member who abstains shall not be counted 

in determining whether a quorum exists.  

(ii) The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Appeals present and voting shall be necessary to reverse an order, 

requirement, decision, or determination of the Code Enforcement Officer or Planning Board, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any 

matter on which it is required to decide under this Ordinance, or to affect any variation in the application of this Ordinance from its 

stated terms. The board may reverse the decision, or failure to act, of the Code Enforcement Officer or Planning Board only upon a 

finding that the decision, or failure to act, was clearly contrary to specific provisions of this Ordinance.  

(iii) The person filing the appeal shall have the burden of proof.  

(iv) The Board shall decide all appeals within thirty five (35) days after the close of the hearing, and shall issue a written decision on all 

appeals.  

(v) All decisions shall become a part of the record and shall include a statement of findings and conclusions as well as the reasons or 

basis therefor, and the appropriate order, relief or denial thereof. The Board shall cause written notice of its decision to be mailed or 

hand-delivered to the applicant and to the Department of Environmental Protection within seven (7) days of the Board’s decision. Copies 

of written decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be given to the Planning Board, Code Enforcement Officer, and the municipal 

officers.  

Per 403.16.H.6.:  Appeal to Superior Court  

Any party may take an appeal, within forty five (45) days of the date of the vote on the original decision, to Superior Court from any 

order, relief or denial in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80B. This time period may be extended by the court 

upon motion for good cause shown. The hearing before Superior Court must be without a jury.  

Per 403.16.H.7.:  Reconsideration  

In accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. section 2691(3)(F), the Board of Appeals may reconsider any decision within forty-five (45) days of 

its prior decision. A request to the Board to reconsider a decision must be filed within ten (10) days of the decision that is being 

reconsidered. A vote to reconsider and the action taken on that reconsideration must occur and be completed within forty-five (45) days 

of the date of the vote on the original decision. Reconsideration of a decision shall require a positive vote of the majority of the Board 

members originally voting on the decision, and proper notification to the landowner, petitioner, planning board, code enforcement 

officer, and other parties of interest, including abutters and those who testified at the original hearing(s). The Board may conduct 

additional hearings and receive additional evidence and testimony.  
 

 

Survey of property (to scale plot plan) required to be attached. 

Applicant Signature Printed Name Date 
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