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RRCT: a non-profit 
conservation landowner, 
governed by local membership

Gray
New Gloucester
North Yarmouth
Durham
Auburn
Pownal
Yarmouth



RRCT:

Farms
Hills
Trails
Forests
Rivers
Streams
Casco Bay



RRCT Strategic 
Plan Goals:

Conserve more land

Connect people to conserved land

Engage communities

Care for the land we own



Why?

Habitat 
Clean Water
Recreation
Respite
Carbon sequestration
Climate resilience
Public health
Education
More



RRCT 2022 
Conservation Plan: 

Conservation land 
in all communities 
equitably.  



Gray and RRCT: shared goals, 
needed momentum

Percent conserved:

30% by 2030: US goal
30% by 2030: Maine goal
20.5%: Maine 2021
10.9%: Cumberland Cty 2021
5.9%: Gray 2021



Gray has exceptionally 
large remaining forests 
supporting trails and 
recreation, and an 
adopted Open Space Plan 
and Comprehensive Plan 
with a stated goal of 
retaining key rural and 
forested areas of Gray. 



Thayer Brook Preserve

147-acres

Acquired March 28, 2022

Doubling the conservation & 
recreation acreage behind the 
schools

Gratitude: the descendants of 
Evelyn Morrill Durgin -- the 
Durgin and Rogers families

Exceptional recognition: Steve 
McPike, Carl Holmquist, Anne 
Gass

Funding: An anonymous 
family (bridge financing), 
Casco Bay Estuary Partnership, 
more discussion later this 
evening.



Thayer Brook Preserve

• One of the largest inland 
Great Blue Heron nesting 
colonies (rookeries) in 
Maine

• Six beaver dams

• Within one of the largest 
remaining forested habitat 
blocks in greater Portland

• Entirely undeveloped 
watershed upstream.

• Compelling reasons for 
conservation dialog with 
abutters



Thayer Brook Preserve

• Exceptional coordination from day 
#1 with Libby Hill Forest and 
Presumpscot Regional Land Trust

• Recent coordination with ATV 
club and snowmobile club.

• Planned future coordination with 
NEMBA (mountain bikes)

• Existing and planned new hiking 
and biking trails: “the quiet side” 
of Libby Hill

• Planned trail-head parking lot on 
Ramsdell Road (Town Council 
proposed budget).



Next steps: 

Property clean-up 

More outreach to neighbors & 
abutters

Ramsdell Road trailhead parking 
lot planning-scoping

Meet & greet treks: This 
Thursday at 10:00 am & 5:30 pm 
at Ramsdell Road details at 
RRCT.org.  Also May 5th. 

RRCT Preserve Outreach Group 
(trail planning, trail work, more) 
chaired by 
SteveMcPike@gmail.com



Next steps (funding): 

RRCT purchased the property with charitable bridge 
financing.

RRCT aims to replace the bridge financing with 
funding from donors, foundations, and applications 
pending before the Land for Maine’s Future program 
(State of Maine government) and the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service (NAWCA).

RRCT requests Town Council support of RRCT’s  
pending application to the Land for Maine’s Future 
program.  See Council agenda and Council packet.  
Separate Council proposal to financially support a 
planned new trailhead parking lot. 

RRCT relies on local membership contributions, local 
businesses, and local philanthropy for ongoing work.



Contact RRCT at RRCT.org 
Preserves & Trails for new preserve and trail 
maps (Thayer Brook Preserve) 

“Subscribe” for email updates

“Donate” for project support 

“Events” for upcoming events

info@RRCT.org for any questions, any issues

SteveMcPike@gmail.com to join the 
Preserve Outreach Group (trail work, more)

mailto:info@RRCT.org
mailto:SteveMcPike@gmail.com


Thank you landowners & volunteers.
Dianna Ridlon (Durgin), Steve 

McPike, Alex Rogers, Cindi Rogers
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